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PRESENTATION

This second collective study of the Franciscan Institute for Asian
Theological Studies (FIATS) includes essays on the Venerable Van
Thuan's spirituality and other contributions on faith living and incul-
turation in Asia.! Like in the first volume of the Franciscan Asian Bi-
ennial Book, the readers will find here materials for study, reflection,
and information on Christian and Franciscan thought and activities in
Asian cultures and societies. Concretely, there are thirteen articles in
three sections: Studies, Reflections, and Reports/Book Reviews.

The Studies section has two parts. The first one offers three es-
says on the Vietnamese Cardinale Nguyen Van Thuan, who has
been recently proclaimed “Venerable” by the Catholic Church. Sté-
phane Oppes OFM presents the figure of Cardinale Van Thuan
as theologian and teacher of Christian hope. Francois-Marie Léthel
OCD explores Van Thuan’s Eucharistic spirituality, whereas Dinh
Anh Nhue Nguyen OFMConv offers Introductory Remarks on the Incul-
turated Reading of the Gospel in the Spiritual Exercises of this Vietnam-
ese Venerable. These three contributions are actually short version of
research papers, presented to the First Internationaly Symposium on
this Venerable’s spirituality, organized by FIATS in Rome. They are
sort of exclusive English anticipation of the full articles, which will be
published in the forthcoming Acts of the Symposium in Italian, English,
and Vietnamese.?

The second part of Studies section includes three articles exploring
inculturation issues from various perspectives. Rita Torti Mazzi, a bib-

1. The book publication was delayed due to the lockdown in Italy caused by the
coronavirus pandemic.

2. The Italian version of these papers has recently been published in the academic
Review Miscellanea Francescana 119/111-1V (2019) 498-540.
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lical scholar, offers a thorough comparative study on Creation and De-
creation in the Literature of Mesopotamia and in the Book of Genesis,
in order to point out the importance of reading Biblical stories of origin
in their Ancient Near Eastern cultural background. Van Vien Nguyen,
instead, presents a systematic overview on aspects of inculturation
according to the Apostolic Exhortations to regional churches, which
would be useful to clarify ideas on the Catholic Church teaching in
this regard. In the end, Van Diep Dinh, O.Carm., examines Conse-
crated Life in Vietnam in light of the local traditions and Christian
theology of mission.

The Reflections section of this volume focuses on the life of faith
in Japan and North Korea with four essays of various lengths. Some
of them are fruit of the FIATS Study Meeting on November 24th,
2018, on the Vietnamese and Japanese Martyrs’ spirituality for today.
Ken Masuda CMF opens the series with a personal reflection on the
Japanese martyrs; Keiko Miyashita continues with a short but intense
thought on How to Live Faith in Today’s Japan with the Martyrs’ Spiri-
tual Heritage; Francis Xavier Van Hoai Tran OFMConv reflects on the
Vietnamese Catholic Youth in Japan, sharing pastoral concerns and
hopes. The section is enriched with a special essay of Paolo Affatato on
the situation in North Korea, which is still “Waiting for an Ecclesiasti-
cal Spring.”

The section of Reports/Book Reviews starts with a lengthy report
on the Filipino Friar-Students” pastoral and academic activities during
the Year of St. Bonaventure 2018-2019, with a summary of Filipino fri-
ars-students” “reception” of the Bonaventurian theological vision and
some projects for the future. Next, there is a special report on the Inter-
national Symposium on Transforming Mission in Asia on December
2019 in Rome to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Papal document
Ecclesia in Asia. The section ends with a bibliographical overview on
books and articles on Asian theology in the period of 2016-2019.

The contributions in this book offer inquiries and reflections in
biblical, theological, and Franciscan research, which might seem far
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from perfection and need further development. There also may be not
many ground-breaking or well-argued theories of Christian faith in-
culturation. Nevertheless, despite possible imperfections, the volume
marks another important step for the work and development of our
recently founded FIATS. Therefore, I am grateful to all the contribu-
tors and translators, as well as to the English editor, Fr. Jude Winkler,
for his enormous and precious help. Hopefully, the book, fruit of our
common effort, will serve as a stimulus for Asian Christians, especial-
ly for the Franciscans, to reflect and to share with one another thought
and experience of living faith in their places.

Dinh Anh Nhue NcuyEN OFMConv

NOTE ON EDITORS AND CONTRIBUTORS

AFraTATO Paolo is responsible for the Asian editorial office at the
Vatican news agency “Fides” and for the review of culture and mission
“Omnis Terra,” both edited by the Pontifical Mission Societies, Vati-
can City. He is among the collaborators of the “International Center
for Mission and Formation” (CIAM). A graduate in the study of Art,
he holds specializations in “Philosophy and Politics of the Twentieth
Century” and in “Epistemology”; he took courses in Social communi-
cations at the Pontifical Gregorian University and in Islamic studies
at the Pontifical Institute for Arabic and Islamic Studies. A member
of “Letter22,” an association of journalists and scholars, which stud-
ies foreign policy and culture, as well as member of the international
NGO “Afgana,” he is the author of reportage on different Asian coun-
tries published in Italian newspapers and magazines. He was editor
with Emanuele Giordana of Il Dio della guerra: Viaggio nei falsi conflitti
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di religione [God of war: A journey into false religious conflicts] (Mi-
lan: Guerini, 2002); A Oriente del Profeta [East of the Prophet] (Milan:
ObarraO, 2005), on Islam in Asia; Geopolitica dello tsunami [Geopolitics
of the tsunami] (Milan: ObarraO, 2005). He contributed to different
publications edited by “Asia Maior,” an Italian think-tank engaged
in Asian studies. He contributed to A Oriente del Califfo: Lo Stato Is-
lamico nella umma non araba [East of the Caliph. The Islamic State in the
non-Arab umma] (Turin: Rosenberg & Sellier, 2017); and La Grande
Illusione: 40 anni di guerra in Afghanistan [The great illusion: 40 years
of war in Afghanistan] (Turin: Rosenberg & Sellier, 2017). In 2020 his
book Shahabaz Bhatti: L'aquila del Pakistan (Shahabaz Bhatti: The Pakistani
eagle) was published both in Italian and English by the Edizioni Mes-
saggero Padova (EMP).

DNt Van Diep (Joseph) O.Carm., a Vietnamese member of the
Carmelite Order, is currently working on his doctoral dissertation at
the Pontifical Gregorian University, Rome. His research interests are
focused on topics concerning Christianity in Asia, mainly specializing
in Christology, interculturation, and interreligious dialogue.

LeTHEL Francois-Marie OCD joined the Order of Discalced Carme-
lites (Province of Paris) in 1967 and was ordained a priest in 1975. Af-
ter his license in Philosophy, he obtained a license in Theology at the
Institute Catholique de Paris, with a thesis on Saint Maximus the Confes-
sor, under the direction of Fr. Marie-Joseph Le Guillou OP (Théologie
de I’Agonie du Christ. La liberté humaine du Fils de Dieu et son importance
sotériologique mises en lumiére par saint Maxime le Confesseur [Théologie
Historique 52; Paris: Beauchesne, 1979]). He received his doctorate in
Theology at the University of Fribourg (Switzerland) in 1989, under
the direction of Fr. Christoph Schénborn OP with a thesis entitled
Connaitre I’Amour du Christ qui surpasse toute Connaissance. La Théologie
des Saints (Venasque: Carmel Editions, 1989). Father Léthel has lived
in Rome since 1982, teaching dogmatic and spiritual theology at the
Pontifical Theological Faculty Teresianum. Nominated Consultor for
the Causes of Saints by John Paul II in 2004, he was also appointed
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Prelate Secretary of the Pontifical Academy of Theology by Benedict
XVI in 2008. Among his numerous studies on the theology of saints
are especially books on Teresa of Lisieux: L’Amore di Gesu. La cristo-
logia di santa Teresa di Gestt Bambino (Rome-Vatican: Libreria Editrice
Vaticana, 1999), Luigi Maria di Montfort: L’amour de Jésus en Marie (2
vol.; Geneve: Ed. Ad Solem, 2000) and Gemma Galgani: L’Amore di
Gesu Crocifisso Redentore dell uomo. Gemma Galgani (Rome-Vatican: Li-
breria Editrice Vaticana, 2004). In 2011, he was called upon by Bene-
dict XVI to preach the Lenten spiritual exercises for His Holiness and
the Roman Curia. The text was published as a book: La Luce di Cristo
nel Cuore della Chiesa. Giovanni Paolo 1I e la Teologia dei Santi [The Light
of Christ in the Heart of the Church. John Paul II and the Theology of
Saints] (Rome-Vatican: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2011).

Masupa Ken CMF is a member of the Claretian Missionaries from
Japan. He obtained a Licentiate of Sacred Theology (STL) at Sophia
University (Tokyo). Currently he is preparing his doctoral thesis on
Dogmatic theology at the Pontifical Gregorian University. His re-
search focuses on Ecclesiology, especially the issue of the maternal
and missionary character of the universal Church.

Mivashita Keiko is a Japannese nun of the Congregation of the
Sisters Adorers Handmaids of the Blessed Sacrament and of Charity
(since 1966). After a thorough religious formation in theology, spiritu-
ality and the pedagogy of the congregation as well as academic stud-
ies in social work, studies etc. and various forms of training (study
and skills), she worked in social education and pre-school education
for female students in the student dormitory and the kindergarten run
by the Congregation. Since 1993, she has been engaged in social wel-
fare services organized by the Congregation for women affected by
various social evils to accompany them in the process of their growth
and liberation. She is currently the Director of the Emergency Shelter
for women and the President of the Social Welfare Corporation of her
Congregation.

Ncuyen Dinh Anh Nhue OFMConv, STD, is founding director
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of FIATS - Franciscan Institute for Asian Theological Studies at the
Pontifical Theological Faculty of St. Bonaventure (Seraphicum - Rome),
where he serves as President since March 2016. He is also Visiting
Professor at the Pontifical Gregorian University and the Pontifical Ur-
ban University (Urbaniana), as well as Honorary Research Fellow at
the University of Divinity / Catholic Theological College (Melbourne,
Australia), where he taught from 2006 to 2011. His two latest publica-
tions are: Gesu il saggio di Dio e la Sapienza divina: Indagine biblico-teolog-
ica introduttiva per ripensare la cristologia sapienziale nei vangeli sinottici
[Jesus the Sage of God and Divine Wisdom: An Introductory Biblical-
Theological Inquiry to Rethink the Wisdom Christology in the Synop-
tic Gospels] (Collana di Cristologia. Nuova Serie 3; Rome: Miscellanea
Francescana, 2017); and Numeri: Introduzione, Traduzione, Commento
[Numbers: Introduction, Translation, Comment] (Nuova Versione
della Bibbia dai testi antichi; Cinisello Balsamo (MI): San Paolo, 2017).

NcuyeN Van Vien holds a Master of Arts in Theological Studies
(MA), a Master of Theology (MTh), a Master of Theology with Hon-
ours (MTh Hons) and a Doctor of Theology (DTh) in Ecclesiology
from Sydney College of Divinity, Australia. His research focuses on
Inculturation, Interreligious Dialogue and Ecclesiology. Currently, he
is serving in Vinh Diocese, Vietnam.

Oprpes Stéphane OFM is professor of Metaphysics in the Faculty
of Philosophy at the Pontifical University Antonianum (Rome). For-
merly Dean of the Faculty of Philosophy for two terms, between 2003
and 2008, he is currently Vice-Dean of the same Faculty and from De-
cember 2017 Director of the research quarterly Antonianum. After his
doctoral thesis on the philosophy of language in Italy in the first half
of the twentieth century (S. Oppes, Dall’intuizione-espressione alla parola.
La filosofia del linguaggio nel primo Novecento italiano [Studia Antoniana
42; Rome: Antonianum, 2000), he received a Diploma in Medieval Stu-
dies with a thesis on the philosophy of language in St. Bonaventure,
published in 2001. Since 2009 he has been a Theologian Consultor of
the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, in which, he was Relator
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ad casum for the five year period 2012-2017. For the Libreria Editrice
Vaticana he edited the autobiographical memoirs of Blessed Gabriele
Allegra (S. Oppes, Le memorie di fra” Gabriele M. Allegra ofm, il “san Giro-
lamo” della Cina [Oriente Occidente 3; Rome-Vatican: Libreria Editrice
Vaticana, 2005).

PaNALIGAN Alfonsus (Dante) OFMConv holds a doctorate degree
in Theology (STD) from the Pontifical Theological Faculty of St. Bo-
naventure (Rome). He published an extract of his dissertation: Con-
templation - Seeing and Hearing: A Theological Approximation Between
Itinerarium mentis in Deum of St. Bonaventure and Das Betrachtende
Gebet of Hans Urs von Balthasar (Rome 2016). His research focuses on
the dialogue between the Confucian school of thought and St. Bo-
naventure. At present, he is working on the issue of authority accord-
ing to Confucius, St. Francis and St. Bonaventure.

Tormt Mazz1 Rita, a widow with three children, graduated in Po-
litical Science in 1966 from the “La Sapienza” University of Rome. In
2000, she obtained her Licentiate and Doctorate in Biblical Sciences
from the Pontifical Biblical Institute with the thesis “Quando inter-
rogare e pregare. La forza pragmatica delle proposizioni interrogative
nel Salterio alla luce della letteratura accadica” [“When Interrogating
is Praying: The Pragmatic Power of Interrogative Propositions in the
Psalter in the Light of Akkadian Literature”]. In 2000-2001, she taught
an Akkadian language course at Pontifical Urbaniana University, and
subsequently several courses at the Pontifical Theological Faculty of
St. Bonaventure (Seraphicum) (OT Historical Books; Pauline Corpus)
and at the Pontifical Theological Faculty Marianum (Old Testament;
Pentateuch and Historical Books), as well as a special license course
at the Theological Faculty of Sicily (Praying and Walking in the Law
according to the Psalter). She currently teaches the course on Wisdom
Books and Psalms at the Pontifical Theological Faculty Marianum and
the course “Gli inni delle Lettere Paoline sullo sfondo della preghiera
ebraica” [“The Hymns of the Pauline Letters in the Background of
Jewish Prayer”] at the Pontifical Theological Faculty of St. Bonaven-
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ture. Her latest publication is Voci e silenzi di donne nell’Antico Testa-
mento [Voices and Silences of Women in the Old Testament] (Cinisello
Balsamo (MI): San Paolo, 2018).

TraN Van Hoai (Francis Xavier) OFMConv is a Vietnamese Fran-
ciscan priest and member of the Order of Friars Minor Conventual
(the Immaculate Conception Province of Japan). After graduating in
Mathematics and Computer Science, Hue University, Vietnam (2001),
he studied at the Faculty of Theology of the Sophia University (Tokyo,
Japan) and earned a Bachelor of Theology in 2009 and then a Master
of Theology (STL) in 2012. From 2012 to 2016, he served in pastoral
care at the Provincial Seminary in Tokyo, and was a member of the
Committee of Formation, a member of the Liturgical Committee, and
the vocation director of his religious province. Since October 2016, he
has been doing pastoral ministry in the Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi,
Assisi, Italy.

WiNkLER Jude OFMConv is a member of Our Lady of Angels Prov-
ince in the US. He completed his undergraduate studies at St. Hyacinth
College and Seminary in Granby, MA and at the Pontifical Theological
Faculty of St. Bonaventure in Rome. He received his licentiate in ex-
egesis (SSL) at the Ponticial Biblical Institute in Rome. He has written
numerous articles on Bible Study for various magazines in Italy, the
US, Kenya, and Great Britain. He is currently serving the Conventual
Franciscan Order as a member of the General Definitory.
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FIATS
FRrRANCISCAN INSTITUTE FOR ASIAN
THEOLOGICAL STUDIES

The Franciscan Institute for Asian Theological Studies or
FIATS is a research institution within the Pontifical Theological
Faculty of St. Bonaventure — the Seraphicum (Rome). It aims to co-
ordinate, encourage and promote reflection on the Christian life of
faith and Franciscan spirituality in Asia as well as on the dialogue
between the Christianity and Asian cultures. Inaugurated solemnly
on March 14, 2015 during the Faculty annual feast, FIATS has its
International Center at the Seraphicum and collaborators in many
Asian countries, including China, India, Japan, Korea, Vietnam,
Indonesia, the Philippines, Sri Lanka. Among its main activities,
FIATS publishes the Franciscan Asian Biennial Book which is home
to various studies and reflections on Asian theological issues. It also
seeks to promote the publication of research monographs on Asian
ways of understanding and living Christian faith in a multi-cultural
world.

For more information on FIATS current activities and for sub-
mitting paper-contribution to the Franciscan Asian Biennial Book
or manuscript for valuation, please write to Fr. Dinh Anh Nhue
Nguyen OFMConv at: fiats2503@gmail.com
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